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Remarks 

In the November 7, 2000 official action, claims 1 to 5, 8, 9, and 12 to 14 were rejected 
imder 35 U.S.C. §§102 or 103. Applicants respectfiilly disagree with these rejections and the 
interpretation of the prior art. Nonetheless, to expedite issuance of a patent with the allowable 
claims. Applicants have canceled the rejected claims and amended the objectionable claims to 
include all of the limitations of their respective independent and intervening base claims. 

Submitted herewith is an information disclosure statement disclosing information 
received fi^om the French Patent Office in a corresponding French patent application. Applicants 
submit that this case is allowable over information fi^om the French application. 
Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks. Applicants respectfully submit that 
this application is now in condition for allowance and request that this case be passed to issue. 


Respectfiilly submitted. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . AVivoting fluid conduit joint comprising: 
a socket; \ 

a ball disposed in the socket for movement relative to the socket; and 
a trunnion joining the ball and socket to permit relative pivoting movement 
between the ball and socket about an axis defined by the trunnion. 

2. The pivoting fluid conduit joint of claim 1, wherein the socket is 
upstream fi-om the ball. A \ 

3. The pivotmg miiA coAduit joint of claim 1, wherein the socket is 
downstream fi-om the ball. AVy 

4. The pivoting fluid conduit joint of claim 1, and further comprising a ' 
second trunnion aligned coax ially with the first trunnion. 

5. The pivoting fluid cosnduit of claim 1, and further comprising: 
a one-way brake. 

6. Tfte pivoting fluid conduit of claim 5, wherein the trunnion is fixed to the 
ball, and the one-waVbrake comprises: 

a stepped sleeve^perable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixfed to the socket and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving 
the stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate 
to define a tapered slot having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in the tsapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wiob end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward 
the narrow end of thevtapered slot. 
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7. \he pivoting fluid conduit of claim 5, wherein the trunnion is fixed to the 
socket, and the oneway brake comprises: 

a stepped slee\^ operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housingtixed to the ball and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to 
define a taper^ slot having a wide end and a narrow end; 

a cylinder disposed in tne tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward 
the narrow end of the t^s^ered slot. 

8. A^ivoting fluid conduit joint defining a conduit, comprising: 
a first socket^ 

a first ball disposed in the first socket and pivotably joined to the first socket along 

a first axis; \^ 
a second socket fixed to tnfe^irst ball; and 

a second ball disposed in the ae*&ona socket and pivotably joined to the second 

socket along a second Uxis ot^nted art a substantially right angle to the first 
axis. \ I 

9. The pivoting fluid conduit joint of claim 8, and further comprising: 
a brake for resisting pivoting movement of the^rst ball relative to the first 

socket. \ 
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10. Tke pivoting fluid conduit of claim 9, wherein the trunnion is fixed to 
first ball, and tHe brake comprises: 

a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housingNfixed to the socket and defining a cylindrical opening for receiving 
the steppedSsleeve, the brake housing and the stepped sleeve cooperate 
to define a taj^ered slot having a widQ end and a narrow end; 
a cylinder disposed in t'fce tapered slot; and 

a spring disposed in the ^de end of the tapered slot to urge the cylinder toward 
the narrow end of thjs tapered slot. 

1 1 . The pivoting fluid coViduit of claim 9, wherein the trunnion is fixed to 
the first socket, and the brake comprises: 

a stepped sleeve operable to engage the trunnion; 

a brake housing fixed to the ball aspd defining a cylindrical opening for receiving the 
stepped sleeve, the 'brake hdusing and the stepped sleeve cooperate to 
define a tapered slot having aWide end and a narrow end; 
a cylinder disposed in the tapered slot;\and 

a spring disposed in the wide end of the\apered slot to urge the cylinder toward 
the narrow end of the tapered slot. 

12. A mo^Hpr having a pivoting inlet joint, the pivoting inlet joint comprising: 
a socket; 

a ball disposed in the sb^ket for movement relative to the socket; and 
a trunnion joining the ball k^sdbket to permit relative pivoting movement 
between the ball and Ih^oc^et abo it an axis defined by the trunnion. 

13. The monitor of claim \2, whbrem the trunnion axis is substantially 
horizontal. 

14. The monitor of claim 12, wherein tft^ monitor is a portable firefighting 
monitor. 
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